Troup County Comprehensive High School

“…to engage students in a rigorous curriculum in a safe, orderly environment resulting in productive citizens who are career ready and prepared for post-secondary learning.”

Course: United States History




Phone:  (school) 706-812-7957 ext. 234
Instructor: Judson Price





Email: (school) pricejw@troup.org
Web: http://trouphighush.weebly.com/



Twitter: @MrPriceTHS
Course Description: 
U.S. History is one course that takes place over two semesters.  It is a survey course.  We will begin our study with the European colonization of North America, and we will conclude with the American reaction to the terrorist attacks of 9/11/2001.  We will be moving very quickly in order to finish covering the material in time to ensure that students are well prepared for their End of Course Test.  There will be times when our pace slows in order to allow us to look more closely at particular topics in USH, but this class will ALWAYS be covering a lot of material each day.  Many of our assignments cannot be effectively modified into make-up versions, so attendance is extremely important!
Text: 
This class will NOT have an assigned text book.  The material will be covered through discussions, seminars, notes, readings, and other materials I distribute in class.  It is very important that students are organized and able to keep up with classwork.  The following books are available for reference upon request:
· The Americans.  (Evanston, IL: McDougal Littell, 2006).
· History Alive!  Pursuing American Ideals. (Palo Alto, CA: Teachers’ Curriculum Institute, 2008).
Course Objectives: 
Upon completion of this course, students will be able to demonstrate knowledge of major events in United States History and an understanding of common themes that develop throughout the nation’s history.  The objectives are taken from the Georgia Performance Standards located at the GaDOE website http://www.georgiastandards.org.  Students will be trained to identify persistent issues in American history and understand how those persistent issues were resolved at different times and in various contexts.  Finally US History is taught to our students in order to create civic competence.  The republic is dependent on having competent citizens because our government is one designed “for the people, by the people.”
Expectations/Requirements: 
The expectations of the students in this course will include but not be limited to accountability, integrity and honor.  Students must show accountability by showing up to class on time and with all materials/assignments needed to be successful.  Students are expected to hold themselves to high standards in regards to personal integrity while participating in class.  Academic honor should be observed while performing assignments in the classroom or at home.  Cheating/copying from another student is not an excepted practice for study.  A student must put forth their own efforts and not rely on the efforts of their peers.  Students should remember they will only get out of this course what they put into their work.  In order to be successful in this course the students must participate, complete all assignments, attend class meetings, prepare consistently, and take test seriously.  These practices will ensure readiness for their End of Course Test.
· Class participation is very important.  The structure of the classroom will be designed for sharing information, class discussions, small group work and demonstrations.
· Complete all projects and assignments provided by the instructor. Students are to participate on all assignments given.  Assignments will include, but not be limited to note taking, research, discussion, oral presentations, worksheets, quizzes/test, and the creation of visual displays of knowledge.

· Attendance at all class meetings.  To complete assignments on time the student will need to attend class regularly, behave appropriately and pay attention to the instructor as well as their peers.  Students are expected to come to each class prepared and stay for the whole class.

· In United States history, students will need to take the state mandated End of Course Test (EOCT) to complete the course.

Evaluation and Grading Procedure:

This course will follow the grade categories outlined in their Student Handbook.  Students will be evaluated on the following:

· Class III grades count as 10% of a student’s grade and are identified as being the daily activities of the class.  Students may be grades either for accuracy or for completion on these assignments.  Class III assignments include, but are not limited to note taking, completion of worksheets, analyzing of primary and secondary documents, and participation in effective collaboration activities. 
· Class II grades count as 30% of a student’s grade and are identified as quizzes.  Quizzes can be either smaller assessments similar to larger unit tests or assignments that have been worked on over the course of two class days (papers, presentations, debates etc.).

· Class I grades count as 40 % of a student’s grade and are identified as tests.  The unit test will be used to assess the depth of knowledge a student has obtained while in the course of study.  Remediation will be provided for students who failed a unit test during class the week following the test.  Projects that are completed in class required more than two days will be entered as class I grades.

· Midterm, Finals and End of Course Test (EOCT) will be administered for this course of study.  There is no “minimum grade” for these tests, and they are 20% of a student’s grade.
Grade Replacement Policy

Students who have failed a class one grade during the course of the semester will have an opportunity at the end of the semester to complete a project or take a test (determined by the teacher) which covers all of the standards covered during the semester.  If the grade on this assignment is higher than the original test grade, it will replace it in the grade book.  If the grade on this assignment is lower, the original grade will stand.

Tutoring Policy

Students who have failed the last two consecutive unit tests will be required to attend after or before school tutoring.  Parents of these students will be notified.  These tutoring sessions are open to all students, and attendance is encouraged for all students.  The schedule for these tutoring sessions will be given out before the first unit test.
Make-up Policy

Students who miss days in class will have five days after their return to class to schedule a time with the teacher to make up the missed work.  If the student knew about a due date before their absence, that assignment will be due immediately upon their return to class.
Responsibilities: 
The student should comply with the teacher expectations that were covered on the first day of class:
· Follow directions the FIRST time they are given.  
· Be in their assigned seat and working on the assignment provided when the tardy bell rings. 
· Bring ALL books and materials (writing utensil, three ring binder, 3.5 x 5 index cards, and college rule paper) to class AND take them when they leave. 
· Treat each person in the room with dignity and respect. 
· Follow ALL procedures and policies as outlined in the TCHS and Troup County Schools Handbook.

· Special guideline for this classroom is to treat it as a “No Whining Zone.” 
Instructor Biography:

I graduated from LaGrange College in 2006 with a Bachelors of Arts in History.  I returned to school in 2009 to earn a Masters of art in Teaching, graduating in 2010.  This is my fifth year teaching U.S. History at Troup High School.  I believe that understanding our history gives us the ability to make wiser choices in the present as both a nation and as individuals.  I look forward to the opportunity to study the history of the United States with your student!
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